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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The examiner recommends 
referring to the pop up mechanism or the pop up mechanism controlling mechanism in 
the title to better indicate the claimed invention. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: the applicant 
should decide on the phrase "telescope jacket" or "telescopic jacket" and use this 
phrase consistently when referring to this feature. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In regards to. claim 1 , the examiner is unsure what the phrase "which is disposed 
at a portion substantially of the separation" is intended to mean in lines 5-6. 
Clarification is of this portion of claim 1 is needed. 
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In regards to claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 10, and 12, the term "substantially" renders the 
claim indefinite. MPEP 2173.05(b) states that "substantially" is a broad term and can be 
definite if guidelines are provided in the specification or if one of ordinary skill in the art 
would know what the term implies when used with a particular characteristic in the 
claim. The use of the term in these claims does not satisfy either of these requirements, 
and thus renders the claims indefinite. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-13 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The allowable subject matter in claim 1 is the pop up mechanism controlling 
mechanism for controlling the popping up of the movable column portion by the pop up 
mechanism until the movable column portion pulled out by the telescope mechanism 
has a certain length, in combination with other features of claim 1 . 

The allowable subject matter in claim 10 is the details of the control portion, 
stopper plate, and engagement portion, how they interact with the telescope jacket and 
movable column portion, and how the popping up feature works with and is controlled 
by the steering system, in combination with other features of claim 10. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Chamberlain et al. disclose an adjustable steering wheel and transmission lock 
arrangement allowing for adjustment of the steering wheel and the transmission shift 
lever in unison for operator comfort during operation of the vehicle and adjustment out 
of the way for easy access to the vehicle seat. 

Yamamoto discloses a tilt steering arrangement in which the steering wheel 
assembly is placed and held at a desired optimum driving position within a 
predetermined angular width, and a jump up mechanism is provided that automatically 
tilts the steering wheel assembly toward a predetermined upper limit angular position 
when the driver leaves the vehicle so as not to obstruct the driver. 

Nakatsuka and Nakatsuka et al. each disclose a power tillable steering wheel 
with an upper position to accommodate driver egress and a lower range of positions 
that can be adjusted by the driver when the driver gets in the vehicle. 

Futami et al. disclose a steering wheel adjustment system including a driving 
position at which the driver can appropriately handle the steering wheel to drive the 
vehicle and an escape position at which the steering wheel is jumped up to facilitate 
getting on and off the vehicle. 

Oike et al. disclose a steering wheel system including drive means for changing 
the position of the steering wheel in response to a command signal and controlling 
means for commanding the drive means to change the position by producing the 
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command signal to make it easier for the driver to get on and off the vehicle when the 
automatic transmission is in the parking state. 

Sato et al. (JP03-28070) disclose a tilt steering device in which an upper member 
is released from restriction to allow the steering wheel to tilt freely when the shift lever is 
in a parking position. 

8. Though not prior art based on its filing date, Sato et al. (US2004/0245758) 
disclose a tilt type steering device in which the vehicle is unable to travel by locking a 
speed-change shift at parking range when a steering wheel is titled up through a large 
scale and preventing the steering wheel from being titled up when the vehicle is 
traveling. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura B. Rosenberg whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6674. The examiner can normally be'reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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